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At h b h l i a i n  fao i  mhao i se  dhao i b h  go  léi r.   We l c o m e  back  ever y o n e  and  I  hope  you  had  a 
happ y  and  rest f u l  break.    We  have  many  exc i t i n g  act i v i t i e s  planned  fo r  the  term  ahead  and  I  
am  sure  the  gi r l s  are  al l  loo k i n g  fo r w a r d  to  gett i n g  back  to  wo r k .

Cong ra t u l a t i o n s  to  al l  the  gi r l s  on  thei r  per f o r m a n c es  of  the  Chr i s t mas  Conce r t .  We  were  
espec ia l l y  imp ressed  w i t h  the  Jun io r  In fan t s  and  how  they  were  able  to  change  costumes  so  
prom p t l y  dur i n g  the  week.  In  l ine  w i t h  our  Soc ia l,  Persona l  and  Hea l t h  Educa t i o n  po l i c y  we  
encou ra ge  you  to  let  you r  jun i o r  in fan t  come  into  the  classroom  by  themse l v es  from  now  on.  
The  gi r ls  have  become  very  sel f- suf f i c i e n t  and  can  be  lef t  at  the  oute r  doo r  of  the  cloak r o o m s  
to  wa l k  in  by  themse l v es  to  the  classrooms.   Buggies, bicycles and scooters should not be 
wheeled into the school as these pose a safety risk.  Than k  you  for  you r  co-opera t i o n  in  th is  
mat te r.   I f  you  w ish  to  tal k  to  the  class  teache r  please  do  not  hesi ta te  to  con tac t  the  schoo l  
secreta r y  and  she  w i l l  make  an  appo i n t m e n t  for  you  at  a mu tua l l y  sui tab l e  time.  

Science Week
Dub l i n  has  been  des igna ted  the  Ci t y  of  Sc ience  2012  and  here  in  Be l g r o v e  our  annua l  
Sc ience  Week  w i l l  take  place  on  the  week  beg i n n i n g  30 Janua r y.   Du r i n g  the  week  we  aim  to  
pro v i de  ext ra  learn i n g  act i v i t i e s  to  prom o t e  cur i os i t y  and  enjo y m e n t  and  to  cu l t i v a t e  a last i n g  
inte res t  in  science  among  the  gi r ls.   I f  you  wo r k  in  the  area  of  the  sciences  and  are  w i l l i n g  to  
share  some  of  you r  exper t i se  w i t h  the  chi l d r e n  you  wou l d  be  ver y  we l c o m e  to  come  into  the  
schoo l  on  that  week.   The  v is i t  wou l d  invo l v e  a shor t  presen ta t i o n  of  abou t  10  min u t es  
dura t i o n  and  may be  a quest i o n  and  answe r  session  from  the  chi l d r e n.  I f  you  are  w i l l i n g  to  
vo l u n t ee r  please  send  in  you r  name  and  ava i la b i l i t y  on  that  week  to  the  class  teache r  and  we  
w i l l  be  in  touch  shor t l y .  

Literacy and Numeracy
In  l ine  w i t h  Depa r t m e n t  of  Educa t i o n  and  Sk i l l s  recomm e n d a t i o n s  the  time  spent  on  
deve l o p i n g  l i te rac y  and  nume rac y  sk i l l s  w i l l  be  inc reased  from  Janua r y  2012.  We  are  
cur ren t l y  in  the  process  of  rev ie w i n g  the  Eng l i s h  po l i c y  in  the  schoo l.   One  of  the  pr i ma r y  
in f l u e n ces  on  l i te rac y  leve ls  is  the  home  env i r o n m e n t  in  wh i c h  the  chi l d r e n  li ve  and  whe re  
the i r  att i t u des  towa r d s  read i n g  are  in i t i a l l y  foste red.   Please  create  a pos i t i v e  att i t u de  towa r d s  
read i n g  throu g h  pro v i d i n g  a ‘boo k- rich ’  env i r o n m e n t  in  you r  home.   Ch i l d r e n  need  to  see  
the i r  paren ts  read i n g  as th is  gi ves  the  message  that  read i n g  is  fun.   Read  to  you r  chi l d  
whene v e r  poss ib l e  – expos i n g  you r  chi l d  to  new  vocabu l a r y  w i l l  prepa re  them  for  the  
di f f i c u l t  wo r d s  they  w i l l  encoun te r  as they  prog ress  in  schoo l.   A l l o w  you r  chi l d  to  
expe r i e n ce  the  pleasu re  and  success  of  shar i n g  stor i es  w i t h  you  and  th is  w i l l  help  to  deve l o p  
the i r  ski l l s  of  lis ten i n g  and  tel l i n g.   Wh y  not  thro w  out  a top i c  fo r  discuss i o n  at  the  dinne r-
tab le?   You  w i l l  be  surp r i sed  at  some  of  the  strong  opin i o n s  held  by  the  chi l d re n.  
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Milk Scheme
The  presen t  m i l k  scheme  w i l l  f in i sh  on  20  Januar y  and  shou l d  you  w is h  you r  chi l d  to  avai l  of  
m i l k  for  the  rest  of  the  schoo l  year  please  f i l l  out  the  accompa n y i n g  fo rm.  

Time-keeping and Attendance
We  are  al l  fu l l  of  good  inten t i o n s  for  the  New  Yea r  and  we  hope  you  w i l l  put  time- keep i n g  
and  attendan ce  at  the  top  of  you r  lis t.   The  schoo l  opens  at  8.35am  and  the  Jun io r  In fan t  
classes  start  w i t h  educa t i o na l  act i v i t i e s  at  th is  time.   These  20 min u t es  gi ve  the  chi l d re n  the  
chance  to  learn  impo r t a n t  soc ia l  sk i l l s  in  an  in fo r m a l  sett i n g.   They  love  to  meet  and  chat  w i t h  
the i r  fr ien ds.   The y  also  have  to  source  the i r  own  act i v i t i e s,  tid y  up  afte r w a r d s,  share  and  
keep  ru les  of  games  and  tal k  to  the i r  classma tes  befo re  forma l  lessons  beg i n.   Th is  time  is  
also  used  for  cor rec t i n g  home w o r k  and  swapp i n g  l ib ra r y  boo ks  as the  gi r l s  prog ress  throu gh  
the  schoo l.   Forma l  class  beings  at  8.55am.   

Since  the  incep t i o n  of  the  Educa t i o n  (Wel fa re) Ac t  2000,  schoo l s  are  ob l i g ed  to  repo r t  on  
schoo l  attendan ce.   The  agenc y  that  col lec ts  th is  data  is  the  NE W B .   The  schoo l  is  obl i ge d  to  
retu r n  absences  of  20 days  or  more  to  the  NE W B .   We  propose  to  send  out  rem i n d e r  let te rs  to  
paren ts  of  chi l d r e n  who  are  approach i n g  the  repo r t i n g  lim i t  for  schoo l  attendan ce  th is  year.  
Ve r y  of ten  there  w i l l  be  good  reasons  for  the  absences.   A  chi l d  mig h t  be  sick  or  there  mig h t  
have  been  a fam i l y  di f f i c u l t y .   Please  let  the  schoo l  kno w  in  wr i t i n g  if  you r  chi l d  is  absen t  
and  why.   Ch i l d r e n  who  are  sic k  shou l d  not  be  sent  to  schoo l.

To  ensure  the  con t i n ue d  safet y  of  you r  chi l d  A l l i a n z  Insu rance  has  recomm e n d e d  that  we  
make  you  aware  of  the  fo l l o w i n g :

The official opening time of the school is 8.35am and the inside gate of the school will be 
unlocked each morning at this time to admit pupils to the classrooms.  No responsibility is 
accepted for pupils arriving before this time.  Classes commence at 8.55am and end at 
1.15pm.

Dates for your Diary
31  Janua r y  – Clos i n g  date  fo r  app l i c a t i o n s  for  Jun io r  In fan t s  2012.
13  to  17  Februa r y  inc l us i v e  – Schoo l  closed  fo r  spr i n g  break.
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